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FEBRUARY 2008 nEWSLETTER

Welcome to our January 2008 Newsletter. We hope to keep the community informed of our activities over the coming months and years through this newsletter. We hope to issue a Newsletter quarterly during the year, so hopefully the next one will be issued in March/April. 

Bridge United Overview

The club is 40 years old this season and has been an integral part of the community since its inception in 1967. We have a celebrated history with many titles to our name. We have a senior club and a Schoolboys / girls club. We have approximately 170 members in the Junior club and approximately 150 members in the Schoolboys/girls club. Both the underage and junior clubs have their own committees and these are ably backed up by the Field Development Committee. Our recently constructed field is situated at Shannon Road beside the Garda Barracks. 

We are aware that the village has expanded in the past number of years and a lot of new faces will now class themselves as ‘Bridge people. Therefore we are opening our arms to any potential newcomers who would like to help out! Please contact any committee member if you would like to lend support. Also potential players, Senior or Schoolboys/girls should contact the managers if they would like to participate. 

ALL NEWCOMERS ARE WELCOME!        CALL IN TO SEE A GAME!
Website Launch

We have recently launched our own website at:   www.bridgeunited.net
Here you will find up to date news, fixtures, results, history and general information about the club. Well worth a browse for some of the old photos! 

CLUBHOUSE / FIELD DEVELOPMENT

Bridge United Soccer Club are endeavouring to start development of a Club House on the site of their grounds by the Garda barracks, Shannon Road. Having recently purchased the site we constructed our soccer pitch including integral drainage, netting, groundwork’s etc. This work was done with the support of a very successful 300 club draw. 

Recently we have prepared detailed plans for our clubhouse. Through the Field development committee we are endeavouring to seek Lotto funding for this project. But Lotto funding will only part finance the project and we need the support of the community to raise the rest of the funding.

LOTTO

We are hoping to raise this finance through a LOTTO DRAW. This fundraiser will be launched in FEBRUARY 2008 to help with the development of the Club House.  The success of this draw and securing development grants will go a long way towards the dream of so many at Bridge United and within the community of having our own playing facilities and clubhouse.

Contact details for the LOTTO DRAW can be found at the back of this Newsletter. Please support generously as this project is for the benefit of the community and will be a lasting feature to be used well into the future. The draw will be open to anyone who wishes to participate at a cost of €10 per month.  

40th ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATIONS

This year also mark a milestone for the club, as we celebrate our 40th season in the Clare League.  We plan to celebrate this event later this year. Details of plans will follow in our Quarter 2 newsletter or watch for announcements on our website.

Patrick ‘COP’ O’ SULLIVAN TOURNAMENT


 This Tournament which takes place every year around St Patrick’s weekend is entering its 5th year. The Tournament brings together all the community for a fun day of soccer, with the local publicans organizing the teams for the day, bringing together some of the greats of yesteryear and some that perhaps you didn’t realize had such an appetite for the game!

Young and old, male and female participate on the day. If you would like to get involved or help out in anyway do not hesitate to get in touch with any of the committee, the Club is always on the lookout for new personnel and new ideas to make the Tournament grow and continue to be a success. 

‘A’ TEAM 

Bridge United ‘A’ Team currently preside in the 1st Division. Gavin Downes is the current ‘A’ Team manager. The club would like to take the opportunity to thank Tony McGelligott and Arnie Murphy for their efforts in the first part of the season. Martin Conlon was given the task of getting the lads in shape ahead of what is a very important year for the Club.  The Panel has been strengthened by the return of Greg Deegan, Trevor Maxwell, Oscar Traynor Player Derek Fahy and also welcome new editions in the form of Julio Perez, Steven Stewart, Noel Flannery, Kristoph Antonov and Brian Culbert.  
The team is a strong position to challenge for honours and most importantly promotion.  The blend of youth and experience which proved to be the key recipe for success during the premier league wins in 2003 & 2006 is in evidence once more.   

CUP DRAW: BUNRATTY (A)
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Proposed Clubhouse
‘b’ TEAM

Our ‘B’ Team managed and trained by Finbar Toomey, Gerry Halloran and Kevin Phelan is continuing on from their previous season in which they performed exceptionally well, finishing 3rd in their division and narrowly missing out on    promotion.  They also reached the last eight of the Clare Cup. They have made a strong start to the current season and reached the Shield Final only to come up against a stronger Turnpike Rovers team on the day.
The goal for Bridge United B this season is without a doubt to win the league and with the current panel we hope to achieve this.  CUP DRAW: BURREN (A) 

youths TEAM

Under the guidance of management team Jonathon Hayes, Steven Stewart and Paul Touhy our Youth side have began to string some good performances together.  They have assembled a strong panel and even though a league challenge seems unlikely this season, they expect a strong run in the Cup. The Club would like to congratulate Jason Whyte, who represented Clare at Youth level this season.  The Club also would like to thank the management team for their efforts and wish them the best for the remainder of the season.  CUP DRAW: AVENUE (H)

SCHOOLBOYS & GIRLS

Bridge United Schoolboys & Girls Soccer Club have just successfully   completed the first ever Summer Soccer league. Playing soccer in the summer has enhanced both participation and involvement throughout the season. 
This season saw our largest number of members with well over 150 kids from U8 to U16 being coached every week. 

In Total our teams competed in 12 different competitions and took part in numerous blitzs during the season. This takes enormous effort and we appreciate the work and coaching put in by all our 14 managers and coaches (who also enjoyed their night out in early December!). 

Our U-14 squad captured the B league with an almost perfect record and will no doubt be pushing for the A title next season.  They are currently in the Cup Final. We now have a very solid structure in place with u-8 and u-10 teams coming through each season.  These teams need parental involvement which is vital to the ongoing success and continuation of these teams.  We now look forward to a few months break and anticipate another busy season ahead. 
AGM TO BE HELD IN FEBRUARY 2008.
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Current ‘U14’ Team Cup Final Team
APPRECIATION

Recently Club Trustee Michael ‘Mickey Dub’ McInerney passed away. A member of the club since he moved to Sixmilebridge 30 years ago from Dublin, he always lent a helping hand where he could. He was involved with managing underage teams, gave his time selflessly, was a friend to all and for these we hope that he rests in peace. 
CONTACT DETAILS
	Committee Members / Lotto

	 Barry Downes         
086 3412104

	Raymond Keane      
087 2259673

	Leo Murphy             
087 7638565

	Caroline O’ Sullivan 
086 0782841

	Corey Phelan           
086 1621286
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